St. Tikhon’s Orthodox University 

in collaboration with the educational foundation “Meta”

Present


The 5th festival of children and youthful choirs

« I will sing praises to my God while I have my being»

   The event will take place from March 11 to April 29, 2012 in Moscow.

   The Festival is organized within the framework of the 4th Russian National Contest for the Basic Principles of Orthodox Culture.

    The first Festival took place in Moscow in December 2007 and it immediately drew attention of a great number of choirs.

    A whole myriad of choirs has taken part in the Festival- from very famous children choral schools to Sunday schools’ choirs. The participants were also of different age: pre-school children, schoolchildren and students.

   An extensive coverage of musical styles presented at the event has become a fine tradition. Choirs’ repertoire includes Russian sacred music, national and foreign choral classic music and also diverse arrangements of national songs, spiritual poems, chants and patriotic songs.

   The annual holding of the Festival has allowed to make it one of the most mass and representative orthodox musical competitions.

   More than 4000 young choir singers from numerous regions of Russia took part in the Festival in the last two years. Its winners were given an opportunity to perform at the best Concert Halls of Moscow: The Small Hall and Rakchmaninov’s Hall of the Tchaikovsky Moscow State Conservatory, and  Church  Meetings’ hall of the Cathedral of Christ the Savior.

    By tradition, the closing of the Festival will take place in two phases - in The Great Hall of  the Tchaikovsky Moscow State Conservatory and later in the Church Meetings’ Hall of the Cathedral of Christ the Savior. The best choirs of this year will participate in the festival closing ceremonies.

   This year the Festival gains international status. Various choirs from Georgia, England, Italy, France, Switzerland, Sweden, Columbia expressed their wishes to perform at the festival. 

The festival’s goals are
to assist the development of  national culture of children’s and youthful choirs from different countries;

to inspire the younger generation to appreciate the most versatile tradition of sacred music;

to introduce Russian and foreign choral music and performing skills to a wider audience;

to discover new names and talents in the field;

to maintain creative contacts between the choirs;

to encourage cooperation between choirs themselves and that with leading specialists in choral and church singing.

The Jury

The members of the jury are highly qualified choral music specialists working with leading Russian choirs:

archpriest  Alexey Emeljanov - chairman, dean of the church singing department, vice-president of PSTGU;

Naumova E. E. – co-chairman, Doctor of Art History, head of the choral School of PSTGU, head of the chair of choral conducting of Schnittke Moscow State College  and Institute of Music;

Katarina Livljanic – professor of the Sorbonne University (Paris), Doctor of Musicology, the art director and conductor of the vocal ensemble “Dialogos”;

Ktitsky B. D. – Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences, professor of the choral conducting department of PSTGU and Russian State Pedagogical University, deserved art worker of the Russian Federation;

Sadikov N. N. – professor of the choral conducting department of PSTGU, honorable artist of the Russian Federation;

Liubarsky V. K. – head of the chair of choral conducting of PSTGU, associate professor of the Moscow Conservatory;

Bondareva E. S.- senior lecturer of the choral conducting department in PSTGU, choir conductor of the A. Urlov Russian State Academic Choir ;

Krytsky A. B.- senior lecturer of the choral conducting  department of PSTGU, choir conductor of the Bolshoi Theatre;

Deacon Alexey Zajtsev – senior lecturer of the choral conducting department, head of the Choral School’s choir of PSTGU, head of the choir of the theological department of PSTGU; 

Latifi P. M. – chairman of the Festival`s organizing committee,senior lecturer of the choral conducting department of PSTGU;

Participants
The following acts are welcomed to participate in the Festival:  amateur choirs, academic choirs of music and music-teachers’ colleges, colleges and academies, theological universities and seminaries, church schools, children’s music schools and schools of arts; comprehensive schools, grammar schools, children’s music schools, Sunday schools and other children and youthful choirs, vocal ensembles (8-10 members).

Pre-school and Primary school choirs will be assigned to a separate category. The number of senior/elder participants in one act mustn’t exceed 20% of the whole choir.

Application Procedure

The application form must be submitted till the 10th February, 2012.

Each choir is required to forward by 10th of February, 2012;

- completed application form;

- the choir’s history of not more than 10 lines in Russian (English) for our Festival posters, catalogues, booklets;

- a digital photo of high quality;

- CD and DVD recordings with festival program;

- the choir’s program for the contest, including the duration of every music piece;

All necessary information must be sent on the website, by E-mail or Fax.

The website: 


http://pravolimp.ru, or pstgu.ru
E-mail: 



хorfestival@gmail.com
xorfestival@mail.ru
xorfestival@yandex.ru
Fax 




(495)9535697
Organizing committee: 

8-800-100-77-18 (hot-line telephone)
The interpreter:


8-499-141-81-66; 8-499-137-73-34
Please find the application form enclosed.

All the applicants must meet the requirements of “Participation terms and conditions” and “Repertoire requirements”, otherwise they won’t be assessed

Repertoire Requiremets

Competition (festival program)     must include: 

· an a cappella song (optional for  amateur choirs and preschool and primary-school choirs); 

· a sacred composition; 

· a folk (better national folk) song; 

composition for all-choirs (common) singing (see more about it in the order of the festival). 

Performing of popular music with a backing tape is not allowed. 

The organizing committee reserves the right to make changes to the competition programs of the choirs. 

Terms and Conditions

1. The timing of the performance of each participant can not exceed 8-10 minutes and should include not more than 4 compositions. For (pre)-primary group the total duration should make 5-7 minutes in average.

2. Once approved by the organizing committee, a choir`s repertoire and the order in which it will be performed (i.e. the order listed in the entry form) can not be changed.

3. The organizing committee is considered to be the rightholder, i.e. any performance may be recorded for subsequent reproduction and / or broadcast on radio/television/internet without allocation to the choir.  All broadcasting rights belong to the Festival.

4. The participation in the festival is free of charge. The Festival doesn’t provide funding for a choir’s travel expenses.  At the participant’s request the Organizational committee may arrange the accommodation, catering at the expense of the choir – participant. In that case the choirs should contact the organizing committee and apply for assistance in advance.

5. If the participant is not able to pay the full price for the festival program, every separate case will be considered individually
6. The choirs must be accompanied by the required number of adults who will be entirely responsible for minor’s health and safety.

7. The collectives must submit all needed information (choir’s history, the conductor’s biography, photos, performance program) by the closing date: February 10, 2012.

The information is to be sent via E-mail.

The Order of Performing in the Festival

   The event will take place from March 11 to April 29, 2012 in Moscow.

-11th March- the Solemn Opening of the Festival;

-17thMarch– festival exhibition perfomance;

-18th March- festival exhibition perfomance;

-25th March- festival exhibition perfomance;

-31th March- festival exhibition perfomance;

-1st April- festival exhibition perfomance;

-27thApril– Foreign choirs’ festival exhibition perfomance;
-29thApril – The Solemn Closing of the Festival , the Award giving ceremony, and  the Final Concert in the Great Hall of the Tchaikovsky Moscow State Conservatory.

3d May – the Joint Closing Ceremony of the Festival and  the 4th Russian National Contest for the Basic Principles of Orthodox Culture in the Church  Meetings’ Hall of the Cathedral of Christ the Savior.

The order of the participations is assigned by the organizing committee. The best choirs will take part in the Closing Gala –Concerts. The participants of the Closing Concerts will sing together two Russian sacred compositions devoted to Easter in M. Balakyrev’s harmonization. It is optional for foreign acts to learn these compositions. The sheet music may be sent on demand.
Prizes

The winners will be chosen by the jury.

All the participants will be awarded diplomas and memorable gifts. The Awarding Ceremony of the winners of all categories will take place in the Final Gala-Concert on April 29, 2012.

The organizing committee reserves the right to make changes to the program. 

